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GUIDE TO KEY ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment

SRMS Student Record Management System

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number



THE WASSA – ALL STUDENTS

All students receive a Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement 
(WASSA) when they complete Year 12. 

The WASSA:

 formally records a student’s achievement in every course, qualification and 
program that the student has completed in senior secondary schooling

 provides evidence of achievement.



THE WACE

 The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is awarded to students 
who have successfully completed senior secondary schooling in WACE studies and 
have met the WACE requirements.

 The majority of students in Western Australia achieve the WACE.

 Study towards the WACE can be undertaken over a lifetime.



WACE REQUIREMENTS

Students must:

 complete one of three course combination options
 complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 

 complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent OR

 complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in combination with ATAR, General 
or Foundation courses

 demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

 meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

 meet the achievement standard.





LITERACY AND NUMERACY STANDARD 
REQUIREMENT

Students must demonstrate minimum standards of literacy and numeracy by 
either:

 demonstrating the standard through the Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment (OLNA); or

 pre-qualifying for a particular component by achieving Band 8 or higher in 
reading, writing and numeracy in their Year 9 NAPLAN and being exempted from 
that component in the OLNA.



BREADTH AND DEPTH REQUIREMENT

Students must complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent, including:

 a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent

 four units from an English learning area course, post-Year 10, including at least 
one pair of Year 12 units from an English learning area course

 one pair of Year 12 units from List A 

 one pair of Year 12 units from List B.



ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD REQUIREMENT

Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or 
equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including at least 
six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.



STUDY OPTIONS

Students are offered three study options which they can mix and match:

 WACE courses (four course types – ATAR, General, Foundation and VET industry 
specific)

 VET programs

 endorsed programs.



SAMPLE STUDY PROGRAMS – ATAR



SAMPLE STUDY PROGRAMS – GENERAL



SAMPLE STUDY PROGRAMS – TRAINING



AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK 
(ATAR) COURSES

These courses:

 are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (the Authority)

 are used by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) to calculate a student’s 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).   

There are written examinations for all ATAR courses.

There are practical examinations for some ATAR courses. Students must complete 
both examinations in these courses.



COMPLETING ATAR COURSES

Students enrolled in a Year 12 ATAR course pair of units are required to sit the 
written and, if the course has one, practical examination. 

Students who do not sit the examination will not: 

 have a course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA

 receive an ATAR course report 

 have the pair of units completed in that year contribute towards any of the WACE 
requirements. 



GENERAL COURSES

These courses:

 are not externally examined 

 have an externally set task (EST) which is set by the Authority 

 are designed for students who are typically aiming to enter further vocationally 
based training or the workforce directly from school. 



FOUNDATION COURSES

These courses:

 focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical work‐related experience 
and personal skills 

 are not an alternative senior secondary pathway 

 are for students who have not been able to demonstrate the minimum standard 
for literacy and/or numeracy before Year 11 and who require significant support

 have an externally set task (EST) set by the Authority.



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
(VET)

VET is nationally recognised and enables students to gain qualifications for 
all types of employment, and specific skills to help them in the workplace or 
in further training.

Ms Patrice Kilpatrick

Industry and Enterprise Co-ordinator



VET CONTRIBUTION TO THE WACE

 As part of the minimum WACE requirements, a student may complete a 
Certificate II or higher in combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses.

 Studying VET can provide up to eight units towards the number of course units 
students need to complete to achieve their WACE.

 Students will typically enrol in four or five additional ATAR, General or Foundation 
courses to meet the WACE requirements.

 Students who do not enrol in at least four Year 12 ATAR courses or at least five 
Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses (i.e. their program of study includes 
one or more Foundation course/s in Year 12) must also complete a Certificate II or 
higher to achieve the WACE.



VET AND THE WACE



CHANGING COURSES IN YEARS 11 AND 12

 The Authority publishes dates about changing enrolments in its  
Activities Schedule.

 There are points in the semester after which students should not 
change courses because it would be unlikely they could 
complete the assessment program. 



CHANGING COURSES AND WITHDRAWING 
FROM COURSES

 Changing means students replace one course enrolment with another.

 Withdrawing means students are no longer studying a course. 

 If students withdraw from a course in Year 12, their enrolment  course for the year 
is not recorded on their WASSA. This means no credit is given for the work done 
for the year’s units prior to dropping the course.





LITERACY AND NUMERACY STANDARDS

Meeting these standards:

 is a benchmark of educational achievement

 is valued by employers and post-school training providers 

 ensures all students leave school with the best chance of future success.



OLNA DISABILITY ADJUSTMENTS

 Adjustments will be made to the OLNA conditions if a student’s access to the 
assessment is significantly affected by a disability, impairment, illness or 
impediment. 

 Evidence of a disability, diagnosed by a specialised medical professional, is 
required for adjustment.

 The Guidelines for disability adjustments for timed assessments is available on the 
Authority website at https://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/disability-adjustment-guidelines.

Mrs Kerry Bowden

Learning Support Co-ordinator

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/disability-adjustment-guidelines


OLNA — TYPICAL ADJUSTMENTS

Adjustments typically requested for approval by principals include:

 rest breaks and provision for a pause button

 extra time to work

 a reader

 scribe assistance for the writing component

 use of a support person for the reading and numeracy components

 special formats. 



SUPPORT — LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
STANDARD

Assistance is available through:

 Foundation courses designed for students who require significant support

 feedback to schools on individual student performance for each OLNA 
component.

Students who have achieved the minimum standard of literacy and/or numeracy 
through the OLNA are not eligible to enrol in Foundation courses.



THE COURSES OUR SCHOOL IS OFFERING

GILMORE COLLEGE WEBSITE

CONNECT: Year 10 2022 Page

https://gilmorecollege.wa.edu.au/
https://connect.det.wa.edu.au/group/staff/ui/class/summary?coisp=DomainSchoolClass:3716290736#257818_1


SUBJECT SELECTIONS ONLINE

 <<school to insert>>



WACE CHECKER

 The WACE Checker is a tool that Year 12 students can use to check their progress 
towards meeting the requirements of the WACE. 

 It is designed to determine whether students have met (or are expected to meet) 
each of the requirements for the WACE.

 The WACE Checker is easy to use. 



WACE CHECKER – START SCREEN



WACE CHECKER – SUMMARY



SCSA
HTTPS://WWW.SCSA.WA.EDU.AU/



INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

Find the Year 10 Handbook on the 
Authority website: 

https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/yea
r-10-information

https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-10-information


WEBSITES FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS



CONNECT COMPASS



LINKS

www.scsa.wa.edu.au

info@scsa.wa.edu.au

https://facebook.com/SCSAWA
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http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
mailto:info@scsa.wa.edu.au
https://facebook.com/SCSAWA


HOLA’S

 ENGLISH MR LUKE MEADER

 MATHEMATICS MRS ROGANI NAIDOO

 SCIENCE MS MICHELLE PILKINGTON

 HASS MS CHERYL TATE

 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION MR JEREMY INGRAM

 THE ARTS MS MEL MACDONALD

 TECHNOLOGIES MR CHRIS MORGAN



QUESTION AND ANSWERS
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