
SENIOR SCHOOL
ATAR PATHWAY

(AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS RANK)

Years 11 and 12

Where quality teaching and learning drive success, and connection inspires growth.



We acknowledge the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation as the
traditional custodians of this Country and its waters, and that Gilmore
College stands on Noongar Country. We pay our respects to Noongar
Elders past and present and acknowledge their wisdom and advice in
our teaching and cultural knowledge activities. 

Acknowledgement of Country 



Contents

03 | ATAR PATHWAY

Information taken from School Curriculum and Standards
Authority Website and from Gillmore College Staff. 

Introduction

An important note to
students/families
The WACE: essential information
Courses
External Examinations
WACE requirements for 2027
Minimum standard of
Numeracy and Literacy
Selecting ATAR courses

Prerequisites for 2027 Year 11
courses

English

Humanities and Social Sciences

Mathematics
Mathematics Application
(delivered at Gilmore College)
Mathematics Methods
(delivered online through SIDE)
Mathematics Specialist
(delivered online through SIDE)

Science

Health and Physical Education

04

07

08

09

10

11

12

Year 11 Course Descriptions



INTRODUCTION 
Gilmore College offers a broad range of courses in Years 11 and 12 to meet the
interests and needs of students. These courses:

ensure that Gilmore students are able to study similar courses to those offered
in other parts of Australia
provide multiple pathways to university, training organisations and employment,
and count towards university entrance.

Overview

An important note to Year 10
students and families:
Course selection for Year 11, 2027

This booklet has been prepared to assist parents and students with their educational
decisions for 2027. It is important that Year 10 students follow these procedures: 

Read the information contained in this handbook.

Consider a learning program involving courses within your capabilities; please
check that you have the prerequisite Year 10 background.

All information and counselling should be carefully considered before the
completion and submission using Subject Selection Online (SSO). 

The WACE: Essential Information
Western Australian Certificate of Education: this certificate is awarded to
secondary school students who successfully complete the breadth and depth
requirements, the achievement standards and the literacy and numeracy
standard. The WACE is recognised by universities, industry, TAFE and other
training providers.  

University Admission: is based on the student’s ATAR, competence in English
and, in some cases, the meeting of prerequisite courses. Achievement of WACE
is a mandatory requirement by all universities. 
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Courses
Gilmore College offers a range of WACE courses: General, ATAR and Vocational
Education and Training (VET). 

ATAR courses are for students aiming to enrol in a university course directly
from school. These courses will be examined by the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority (SCSA) and contribute to achieving an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR). 

General Courses are for students aiming to enter further training or the
workforce directly from school.

Vocational and Education Training (VET) engages students in work-related
learning built on strategic partnerships between schools, training organisations,
businesses, industry and the wider community. 

Students can mix and match all the courses in order to provide themselves with the
best platform to meet the requirements of WACE and for life after school. 

All WACE courses are divided into 4 units. Units 1 and 2 (Year 11) are typically
studied as a pair. Units 3 and 4 (Year 12) must be studied as a pair. 

University-bound students must study a program of at least four ATAR courses. 

External Examinations 
All Year 12 students studying ATAR courses must sit compulsory examinations. There
are no external examinations for General courses.

WACE Requirements for 2027
To achieve a WACE from 2027, a student must satisfy the following:

Demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy.

Complete a minimum of 20 course units (4 units from an English Course, post
Year 10) or the equivalent. 
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This requirement must include at least: 

 Four Year 12 ATAR courses OR
 Five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent

In the context of ATAR courses in the WACE, those with practical components,
must be completed both the written and practical examinations.

Minimum Standard of Literacy and
Numeracy 

Students must demonstrate the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy. Both
standards can be achieved by either pre-qualifying in the reading, writing and
numeracy tests of the Year 9 NAPLAN or by successfully completing the literacy and
numeracy components of the OLNA Assessment, prior to Year 11 course selections.
Students who need to sit for OLNA assessments would need a course counselling
appointment in order to enrol in any ATAR course.

Selecting ATAR courses 
Students and families, please note that courses will only proceed if there are
sufficient student numbers for classes to be viable. 

English is compulsory for WACE achievement, and a Maths course is strongly
recommended. 

If an ATAR pathway has been chosen against recommendation, a Certificate
course is strongly recommended.

Curtin UniReady Program

Students who are considering the Tertiary Preparation Endorsed Program Curtin
UniReady in Year 12 must choose at least one (1) ATAR course in Year 11.



PREREQUISITES FOR 2027 YEAR 11 COURSES 
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 COURSE PREREQUISITES

Geography (AEGEO)

Mathematics Applications
(AEMAA)

Mathematics Methods
(AEMAM)

Minimum Grade B Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Minimum Grade B Year 10 Mathematics 

Minimum Grade A Year 10 Mathematics Extension

Business Management and
Enterprise (AEBME)

Minimum Grade B Year 10 English

Chemistry (AECHE) Minimum Grade A Year 10 Science 

Human Biology (AEHBY) Minimum Grade B Year 10 Science

Biology (AEBLY) Minimum Grade B Year 10 Science and Grade A or B Year 10 English preferred 

English (AEENG) Minimum Grade B Year 10 English

Physical Education Studies
(AEPES)

Health Studies (AHEA)

Modern History 
(AEHIM)

Minimum Grade B Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Minimum Grade B Year 10 Science, Grade B Year 10 Physical Education  

Mathematics Specialist
(AEMAS)

Minimum Grade A Year 10 Mathematics Extension

Minimum Grade B Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences. 



The English ATAR course focuses on deve-
loping students’ analytical, creative, and
critical thinking and communication skills in all
language modes, encouraging students to
critically engage with texts from their contem-
porary world, the past, and from Australian
and other cultures. Through close study and
wide reading, viewing and listening, students
develop the ability to analyse and evaluate
the purpose, stylistic qualities and conven-
tions of texts and to enjoy creating imagi-
native, interpretive, persuasive and analytical
responses in a range of written, oral, multi-
modal and digital forms.

 
Unit 1 

Students explore how meaning is commu-
nicated through the relationships between
language, text, purpose, context and audien-
ce. This includes how language and texts are
shaped by their purpose, the audiences for
whom they are intended, and the contexts in
which they are created and received.
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English
(AEENG)

Study in this unit focuses on the similarities and
differences between texts and how visual
elements combine with spoken and written
elements to create meaning. Students develop
an understanding of stylistic features. They are
able to respond to texts in a variety of ways,
creating their own texts, and reflecting on their
own learning.

Unit 2 

Students analyse the representation of ideas,
attitudes and voices in texts to consider how
texts represent the world and human expe-
rience. Analysis of how language and structural
choices shape perspectives in and for a range of
contexts is central to this unit. Students create
texts in different modes and media and consider
the interplay of imaginative, interpretive, per-
suasive and analytical elements in a range of
texts and present their own analyses.

In Year 12, this course leads onto ATENG.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum and
Standards Authority Website 

Year 11 Course Descriptions
ENGLISH

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1231769/English-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1231769/English-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1231769/English-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
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Year 11 Course Descriptions

HUMANITIES &
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Geography

This course draws on students’
curiosity about the diversity of the
world’s places and their peoples,
cultures and environments. Students  
understand causes and conse-
quences of natural and ecological
hazards and learn about the
transformations and challenges
affecting the sustainability of places. 

Unit 1 – Natural and ecological
hazards 

Explores both natural and ecological
hazards and their impacts on people,
place and environments, as well as
their risk management. 

Unit 2 – Global networks and
interconnections

Explores the economic and cultural
transformations taking place in the
world.

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATGEO.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

This course explores what it takes
for businesses to be successful
beyond the initial startup stage and
factors that support and challenge
business growth and expansion at a
national level. Students explore
different organisational structures,
legal obligations that impact on
business operations, the key
elements of a business plan and
features of effective marketing
strategies which foster business
growth. 

Unit 1 
Success in business at a national
level. It explores what it takes to be
successful beyond the initial start-up
stage. 

Unit 2 
Business growth and the challenges
faced by businesses expanding at a
national level. 

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATBMB.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

Modern HistoryBusiness
Management

and Enterprise
(AEBME)

(AEGEO) (AEHIM)

This course investigates key
individuals, events, movements and
forces that have shaped today’s
modern world. Students develop
knowledge of historical context,
assisting their comprehension of
current global issues. 

Unit 1 – Understanding the modern
world

Introduction to significant develop-
ments in the modern period that
have defined the modern world and
the ideas that underpinned them,
such as liberty, equality and
fraternity. 

Unit 2 – Movements for change in
the 20th century 

It focuses on the ways in which
individuals, groups and institutions
challenge authority and transform
society.

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATHIM.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1232182/Geography-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1232182/Geography-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1232182/Geography-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1232129/Business-Management-and-Enterprise-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1232129/Business-Management-and-Enterprise-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1232129/Business-Management-and-Enterprise-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1232190/Modern-History-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1232190/Modern-History-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1232190/Modern-History-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
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Mathematics
Application

This course focuses on the use of
mathematics to solve problems in
contexts that involve financial
modelling, geometric and trigono-
metric analysis, graphical analysis,
and growth and decay in sequences. 

Students develop systematic
strategies to answer statistical ques-
tions using univariate, bivariate and
time-series data. The course is
designed for students who have a
wide range of educational and
employment aspirations, including
continuing their studies at university
or TAFE.

Unit 1 

 Consumer arithmetic
Algebra and matrices

Shape and measurement

Unit 2 

Univariate data analysis 
Applications of trigonometry

Linear equations and their graphs

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATMAA.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

Mathematics
Methods

(AEMAA) (AEMAM)

This course focuses on the use of
calculus and statistical analysis. The
study of calculus  includes the use of
functions, their derivatives and inte-
grals in modelling physical proce-
sses. The study of statistics develops
students’ ability to describe and
analyse phenomena that involve
uncertainty and variation. It provides
a foundation for further studies in
disciplines in which mathematics
and statistics have important roles,
including the health and social
sciences. 

Unit 1 

Counting and probability
Functions and graphs

Trigonometric functions

Unit 2 

Exponential functions
Arithmetic and geometric series

Introduction to differential calculus

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATMAM.  

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

AEMAM and AEMAS are currently delivered online through School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE)

Year 11 Course Descriptions
MATHEMATICS

Mathematics
Specialist

(AEMAS)

The course focuses on extending
understanding of combinatorics,
probability and trigonometry beyond
ideas presented in the Mathematics
Methods ATAR course. It introduces
vectors, complex numbers and
matrices, and develops students’
ability to formulate and apply
mathematical arguments in contexts
such as algebra and Euclidean
geometry. It provides a solid founda-
tion for students who are intending
to pursue further studies in fields
that require advanced mathematical
knowledge.
 

Unit 1 

Geometry
Combinatorics

Vectors in the plane 

Unit 2 

Trigonometry
Matrices

Real and complex numbers

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATMAS.  

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1088936/Mathematics-Applications-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2024_pdf.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1088936/Mathematics-Applications-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2024_pdf.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1088936/Mathematics-Applications-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2024_pdf.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/1090043/Geography-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2024_pdf.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1121898/Mathematics-Methods-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2025_pdf-.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1121898/Mathematics-Methods-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2025_pdf-.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1121898/Mathematics-Methods-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2025_pdf-.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/1090043/Geography-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2024_pdf.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1121898/Mathematics-Methods-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2025_pdf-.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1121898/Mathematics-Methods-ATAR-Year-12-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-January-2025_pdf-.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1230673/Mathematics-Specialist-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1230673/Mathematics-Specialist-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
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Human Biology

The Human Biology ATAR course
explores how the human body
works, the origins of human varia-
tion, inheritance, the evolution of
the human species and population
genetics. Students research new
discoveries that increase our under-
standing of human dysfunction,
treatments and preventative mea-
sures.

Practical tasks are an integral part of
this course and develop a range of
laboratory skills. Students learn to
evaluate risks and benefits to make
informed decisions about lifestyle
and health topics, such as diet,
alternative medical treatments and
the manipulation of fertility.

Unit 1 - The functioning of human
body

Unit 2 - Reproduction and
inheritance 

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATHBY.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

The Biology ATAR course has 3
interrelated strands: Science Inquiry
Skills, Science as a Human Endea-
vour and Science Understanding,
which build on students’ learning in
the Year 7-10 Science Curriculum.
The 3 stands of the biology course
will be taught in an integrated way. 

Unit 1 - Ecosystems and biodiversity

Students analyse abiotic and biotic
ecosystem components and their
interactions, using classification sys-
tems for data collection, comparison
and evaluation. 

Unit 2 – From single cells to
multicellular organisms

Students investigate the inter-
dependent components of the cell
system and the multiple interacting
systems in multicellular organisms.  

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATBYL.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

Chemistry Biology
 (AEBYL) (AEHBY) (AECHE)

Year 11 Course Descriptions
SCIENCE

The Chemistry ATAR course equips
students with the knowledge, under-
standing and opportunity to investi-
gate properties and reactions of
materials. Theories and models are
used to describe, explain and make
predictions about chemical systems,
structures and properties. Students
recognise hazards and make infor-
med, balanced decisions about che-
mical use and sustainable resource
management. 

This course enables students to re-
late chemistry to other sciences,
including biology, geology, medicine,
molecular biology and agriculture,
and prepares them for further study
in the sciences.

Unit 1 - Chemical fundamentals:
structure, properties and reactions

Unit 2 – Molecular interactions and
reactions 

In Year 12, this course leads onto
ATCHE.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum
and Standards Authority Website 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1232622/Human-Biology-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1232622/Human-Biology-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1232622/Human-Biology-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1232615/Biology-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1232615/Biology-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1232519/_Chemistry-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1232519/_Chemistry-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
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Health Studies

The Health Studies ATAR course focuses on the
study of health as a dynamic quality of human
life. Students undertaking this course develop
the knowledge, understanding and skills nece-
ssary to promote the importance of personal
and community action in promoting health. 

The influence of social, environmental, econo-
mic and biomedical determinants of health is a
key focus of the course. 

Using an inquiry process, students draw on their
knowledge and understandings of health con-
cepts and investigate health issues of interest. 

This course will prepare students for career and
employment pathways in a range of health and
community service industries. Students will have
the opportunity to develop key employability
and life skills.
 
In Year 12, this course leads onto ATHEA.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum and
Standards Authority Website 

Year 11 Courses
Descriptions

Physical Education Studies
(AEHEA) (AEPES)

The Physical Education Studies ATAR course
focuses on the complex interrelationships be-
tween motor learning, psychological, bio-
mechanical, anatomical and physiological factors
that influence individual and team performance.

Students engage as performers, leaders, coaches
and analysts of physical activity. Physical activity
serves both as a source of content and data and
as a medium for learning. Students analyse the
performance of themselves and others and
apply theoretical principles to enhance perf-
ormance. 

The course provides students with an increa-
singly diverse range of employment oppor-
tunities in the sport, leisure and recreation
industries, education, sport development, youth
work, and health and medical fields linked to
physical activity and sport. 

In Year 12, this course leads onto ATPES.

View Syllabus on School Curriculum and
Standards Authority Website  

Year 11 Course Descriptions

HEALTH & PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1231782/Health-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1231782/Health-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1231782/Health-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1231786/Physical-Education-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1231786/Physical-Education-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1231786/Physical-Education-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1231786/Physical-Education-Studies-ATAR-Year-11-Syllabus-for-teaching-from-2026.PDF


Gilmore College, Dargin Place, ORELIA WA 6167
T: 08 6595 2700 

e: Gilmore.College@education.wa.edu.au

www.gilmorecollege.wa.edu.au
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